January 21, 2008

Mr. Patrick Kruer, Chair
California Coastal Commission

45 Fremont Street
Suite 2000
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219

(415) 904-5200 

FAX (415) 904-5400


Re: Save Panhe and Save San Onofre Stop the Proposed Toll Road: 

Opposition to Coastal Consistency Certification (CCC-018-07)

Dear Commissioner Kruer and Honorable Commissioners:

I urge you to save the sacred Native American site of Panhe and San Onofre State Beach and stop the proposed toll road Foothill South 241.

The proposed toll road would harm recreation including hiking, camping, and surfing, threaten endangered species, diminish precious coastal open space, pollute the air, and severely impact the local Native American members of the Acjachemen nation, and the sacred site of Panhe.  San Onofre State Beach is one of California's most popular state parks, receiving over 2.4 million visitors per year.  The proposed toll road would be the first time in California that state park lands were taken by a local governmental entity for a major infrastructure project. Allowing this project to proceed would set a dangerous precedent, threatening coastal parks, open space, and cultural, historical, and Native American resources everywhere in the State. 

Panhe bears a special meaning in Acjachemen and non-Indian life, culture and history.  Panhe is an ancient village that is over 8,000 years old and a current sacred site, ceremonial site, cultural site, and burial site for the Acjachemen people.  Many Acjachemen people trace their lineage back to Panhe.  Panhe is the site of the first baptism in California, and the first close contact between Spanish explorers, Catholic missionaries, and the Acjachemen people in 1769.  The Acjachemen people built the mission at San Juan Capistrano.  Destroying Panhe would hurt not only the Acjachemen people but all the people of California and the nation.

The toll road would also harm the working poor with limited or no access to a car, people of color, and low income communities.  The toll road would disproportionately deprive them of affordable world class recreation and access to a public beach and park.  These communities disproportionately cannot afford to pay tolls for commuter or recreational travel.  The toll road will not relieve congestion but instead increase development and traffic.

Stop the toll road under the California Coastal Act and civil rights, environmental justice, and laws protecting Native American rights and sites.

Sincerely,

