Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Don Perata, Senate President pro Tem 

State Capitol, Room 205
Sacramento,  CA  95814

Karen Bass, Assembly Speaker

State Capitol, P.O. Box 942849 

Sacramento, CA 94249-0047
Re:  Keep State Parks Open for All!
Dear Governor, President Pro Tem Perata, and Speaker Bass:

I oppose the proposal to close 48 out of 278 priceless State Parks to save money. The proposal would close one out of every six state parks, to save just $9 million.

Four counties with the greatest green access need in the state would lose over 100,000 acres of State Parks, nearly as much as the other 54 counties combined. Those four counties alone would lose 101,370 acres, nearly half of the 216,629 acres to be closed statewide. Green access need is measured in combined terms of the fewest acres of parks per thousand residents, and the highest levels of child obesity, youth, poverty, and people of color.

The ten counties that would lose the most acres of State Parks would lose 196,904 acres, which is 91% of all acres to be closed.

 

Please keep state parks open for all!
Sincerely,

