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June 1, 2009

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol, First Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: 916-558-3160 

Re:
Keep California State Parks Open for All!
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

Rather than threatening to close state parks – again  –  California should be using the state parks as an economic stimulus to help get the state back to work through green jobs and healthy, livable communities for all.  Parks are an economic stimulus and a vital part of the state’s infrastructure.  A recent study by New York State, for example, shows that state parks give back more than five times the state investment, with billions of dollars in annual economic impacts in addition to 20,000 jobs.

Even in the midst of the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression, people across the United States voted to tax themselves to provide billions of dollars to create green space in November 2008.  California voters have repeatedly voted to tax themselves to create more parks over the past ten years.  The Obama administration has launched a $787 billion economic stimulus package to get the nation back to work, and additional megafunds have become available for green space from other federal, state and local sources.

Drawing on New Deal lessons for economic recovery through infrastructure investments, parks can provide economic benefits including places for physical activity to reduce obesity, improve health, and cut medical costs; local green jobs for youth and small and disadvantaged business enterprises; Conservation Corps type programs to diversify job and career opportunities for all and to permanently improve the park system, and transit to trails.

Parks offer multiple benefits beyond dollars and cents.  These benefits include the simple joys of playing in the park; social cohesion, or bringing people together; improved physical, psychic, and social health; improved youth development and academic performance; positive alternatives to gangs, crime, drugs, and violence; conservation values of clean air, water, land, and habitat protection, and climate justice; art, culture and historic preservation; preservation of Native American sites; spiritual values in protecting the earth and its people; and sustainable regional planning.  Fundamental principles of equal justice and democracy justify equal access to these benefits.

Everyone will suffer from the closure of parks, but people of color will suffer first and worst because they systematically lack access to parks and recreation.  A diverse and growing alliance supports equal access to green space to achieve healthy livable communities for all, including economic justice, health, youth, job, and environmental advocates.

The fact that voters rejected the recent ballot propositions does not mean voters want fewer services and lower taxes.  Voters want effective government.

I strongly urge you to seek creative solutions that provide adequate revenue to keep our state parks open and accessible to all Californians.
Very truly yours,

