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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ..
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT

CITIZEN'S COALITION FOR A SAFE ) .
COMMUNITY, a California public benefit g Case No. BS118055
corporation )
.\ J PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS
Petitioner, )
; (California Environmental Quality Act
v. ) Public Resources Code §§ 21168, 21168_.5;
) Code of Civil Procedure $§ 1085, 1094.5]
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a public entity )
of the State of California; BOARD OF )
SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS 3
ANGELES, the governing board of the )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES; and DOES 1 )
through 10, inclusive g
Respondents. 3
)
)
PLAINS EXPLORATION AND :
PRODUCTION COMPANY, a business entity )
form unknown; and DOES 11 through 20, )
inclusive. 3
Real Parties-in-Interest ;
)
INTRODUCTION

1. This case concerns the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES' (County) attempt to circumvent

important environmental review for the development in an oil field near the Baldwin Hills, in Los
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Angeles, California, by analyzing the creation of a Community Standards District under CEQA, instead
of the impacts of the actual oil field development. The County's process and EIR avoids important
environmental analysis and if upheld, will permit the development of over 1,000 oil wells without
further substantive environmental review under CEQA.

2. The project described in the EIR is the establishment of a "Community Standards
District" for a portion of the Inglewood Oil Field located in the Baldwin Hills Zoned District, located in
an unincorporated area of the County of LLos Angeles. Such Project, Los Angeles County Ordinance
2008-0057, commonly called the "Baldwin Hills Community Standards District” (Project) was analyzed
with an EIR (SCH No. 2007061133), which was certified by the BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES on October 21, 2008. After certain changes were made, the BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS approved the Community Standards District on October 28, 2008. Petitioner
alleges, among other things, that the Project's description is inaccurate, misleading and legally

inadequate.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. Petitioner brings this matter to the court under both Code of Civil Procedure §§ 1085 and
1094.5 and both Public Resources Code §§ 21168 and 21168.5. The COUNTY described the project as
a quasi-legislative action of enacting a "Community Standards District", but petitioner disputes this
characterization, and alleges that the true project is the development of the Inglewood Oil Fields by real
party-in-interest PLAINS EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION COMPANY, and, as such, it is a
quasi-judicial action. Respondents abused their discretion regardless of whether the court views the
action as a traditional mandamus or administrative mandamus action.

4, Venue is proper in the County of Los Angeles, in that the challenged action occurred in
the County of Los Angeles, respondents operate and reside in the County of Los Angeles, and project at
issue is located in the County of Los Angeles. Venue is proper in that Los Angeles Superior Court
Rules, Rule 9.24 requires all cases brought under CEQA to be filed in the Central District of the Los

Angeles Superior Court.
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