March 17, 2006

Honorable
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Urban Parks in Infrastructure Bonds
Dear

I am writing to urge you to include funding for urban parks in any infrastructure bonds in
November 2006. The Governor and Legislature should include significant funding for urban
parks in any infrastructure bond, and guarantee that underserved communities receive their fair
share of those public benefits. The Senate infrastructure package that was being negotiated as of
March 15, 2006, included about $2 billion for urban park type projects, and $2 billion for
wilderness park type projects. We urge you to support a similar package for the November 2006
ballot.

California faces an historic opportunity to improve the quality of life enjoyed by our residents for
generations to come. Strategic infrastructure investments will enhance the economic
competitiveness of the state, increase social equity, and improve the environment. Infrastructure
plans should be guided by statewide interests, but tailored by region to meet particular needs and
priorities. According to a survey by the Public Policy Institute of California, 64% of
Californians believe that poorer communities have less than their fair share of well-maintained
parks and recreational facilities.

The need for parks and recreation areas accessible to the growing urban populations is
particularly important in (name your area).

Insert a paragraph describing your local park project or specific interest.

Urban parks, open space and related human health issues are a critical component of any state,
regional, and local infrastructure plan for livable, just communities. Urban parks promote the
core values at stake in building public infrastructure: providing children the simple joys of
playing in the park; improving health and recreation; equal access to public resources;
democratic participation in deciding the future of the community; economic vitality for all with
increased property values, local jobs, small business contracts, and affordable housing; spiritual
values in protecting people and the earth; the environmental benefits of clean air, water, and
ground; and sustainable regional planning.



Again, I urge you to include significant funding for urban parks that reaches underserved
communities in any infrastructure bond.

Sincerely,
Governor and Legislative Leaders

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX 916-445-4633

Senate President pro Tem Don Perata
State Capitol, Room 205
Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX 916-327-1997
senator.perata@se.ca.gov

Speaker Fabian Nunez

State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0046
FAX 916-319-2146
speaker.nunez @assembly.ca.gov

Conferees on the Committee on Infrastructure Bonds

Assemblymember John Laird

State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0027

FAX 916-319-2127
assemblymember.laird @assembly.ca.gov

Assemblymember Judy Chu

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0049

FAX 916-319-2149
assemblymember.chu @assembly.ca.gov

Assemblymember Rick Keene
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State Capitol, Room 6027

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0003

FAX 916-319-2103
assemblymember.keene @assembly.ca.gov

Senator Kevin Murray, Chair

Conference Committee on Infrastructure Bonds
State Capitol, Room 5050

Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX 916-445-8899

senator.murray @sen.ca.gov

Senator Wesley Chesbro
State Capitol, Room 5035
Sacramento CA 95814
FAX 916-323-6958
senator.chesbro@sen.ca.gov

Senator Dennis Hollingsworth
State Capitol, Room 5064
Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX 916-447-9008
senator.hollingsworth@sen.ca.gov


mailto:senator.murray@sen.ca.gov
mailto:senator.chesbro@sen.ca.gov

