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CENTER FOR Law IN THE PuBLiC INTEREST

Los Angelesis a severely park-poor ity with fevier acres
of paris per resident than any major city in the county.
1t has les than an acre of park per thousand residents,
compared to the six to ten acres that i the natonal
standard. The city also has vast disparites in access o
parks and recreation. In the faner cty vhich is dominated
by love-income communities of color, there are -3 acres
of parks per thousand residents, compared to 1.7 acres
in isproportionately viite and relatively wealthy parts
of Los Angeles. Making this cisparty even more glaring,
familes in low-income nefghborhoods often do not have.
access to cars or adecent transt system to reach paris n
other neighborhoods. The paucity of park land s matched
by alack of recreational faciltes, Within a ive mile racius
of the planned Baldvwin Hils State Park, for example, there.
s ust one playground for every 23,000 children and one.
soccer feldfor every 30,000 people.

The Center for Lav inthe Public Interest (CLIP) i leading
the charge to change this ituation. The Center s woriing
o implement a vision of a comprehensive and conerent
vied of parks, playerounds, schoals, beaches, wilderness,
and transportation that serves the diverse needs of
Giverse users and reflects the cultural urban landscape of
Los Angeles. The vision cals fora e of parks, a civersity
of uses (natural areas, king trails, playing felds, etc.),
schools for communiy use, the greening of the Los
‘Angeles River, maximizing access {o public beaches, and
improved public transit, This work i supported by 3 arge.
and dverse coaliton that i helping to create urban parks.
i some o the most underserved areas of the ity

“The Centers vision stems from a 1930 plan developed by
the sons of the great landscape architect Frederick Lav.
Olmstead, which called for a wealth of parks, open space,
and recreation areas that viould have made Los Angeles
one of the most beautiful and lvable regions inthe world.
‘According to the Olmsted Report in words that remain
true today:

“Continued prosperity [in Los Aneles] will
Gepend on providing nesded parks, because,
vith the growth of a great metropolis here, the.
absence of parks vl make Lving conditions less
ang les attractiv, less and less wholesome..
In 50 far, therefore, as the people fail o show
the understanding, courage, and organizng
ability necessary at thi criss, the growth of the,
Region vil tend to strangle selr.”

Victoriesthus far i implementing the vision include:

« Working with the Chinatown Yard Alliance, stopped a
federally subsidized viarehause project and secured
$3 millon in state funds to create a park n the 32
acre Comfielg, an abandoned rail yars.
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+ Stopping both a garbage dump and a povier plant on
{and sated to become part of the Baldwin Hills Park,
the nation's largest planned natural urban park in
over 100 years, bigger than Central Park and Golden
Gate Park

- Stopped a commercial project from consuming 40
acres of 103-acre park envisoned for Taylor fard
along the Los Angeles River. The 40 acres have since:
been acquired by the state park system, 20 of which
Wil be eased back to the ciy for playing fels.

Teylor Yard and the Cornfield are the frst state parks in
urban Los Angeles and are being buiton th last vast open
spaces in the dountown area, land that easly could have.
beenlosttocommercialdevelopment without the advocacy.
of the Center and huncreds of other supporters,

One of the key elements of the Center's vison is the.
Heritage Partscape, a plan to unite the rich cultural,
istorical, recreational, and environmental resources it
the heartof Los Angeles. The Pariscape would link Taylor
Yard, the Comfeld, the Los Angeles River Parkvay; the.
Zanja Madre (mother trench) that provided water for
eatly Los Angeles, L Pusblo Historic Park, Chinatown,
Litte Tokyo, Elsian Park, and over 100 ot sites. Public
art project, theater, school programs, and other cultural
amenities wiould also be included. The plan cals fo public
transit o take people from the Heritage Parscape o the.
beach, mountain, and other vildemess and recreation
areas. The transt s crtical i a critcal element becatse
2 percent of households in the areas surounding the.
Pariscape have 1o car

nother project for which the Center s currently builing
support for is a partnership between the Santa Momica
Mountains Conservancy and the City of Los Angeles with
funcing from the state to convert city-ovned land at
Ascot Hils n East Los Angeles into a 100-acre park using
53 milion in state park funds from Proposition 40. The.
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy viould manage the
city-oned and and hire aranger, b trails, and restore.
the area's plant and anmal fe.

Through advocacy and action, the Center is working o
make the 70-year-old Olmstead vision of 2 green Los
angeles a reality. The organization s reminding leacers
that parksare not a wury, but rathera ritical component.
of a healthy community and a resource that should be.
distributed equitably for the beneft of all residents.

1
ke

4





